
The Road Investment Strategy 2 (RIS2) (£27.4 
billion) aims to improve major roads.
• Smart Motorways Expansion: Plans cancelled in 

2023 due to safety concerns.
• New Road Schemes: 52 projects to reduce 

congestion and improve regional connectivity.
• Additional Lanes: Expanding routes like the M3, 

M6, and A14.
• Electric Vehicle Support: Infrastructure 

investment for sustainable transport.
• Economic Impact: Expected to create 64,000 

jobs and boost regional economies.
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Rail Network Developments
Rail investment aims to ease congestion and 
improve connectivity.
• Elizabeth Line (Crossrail): Opened 2022, 

reducing travel times across London.
• Trans-Pennine Route Upgrade: Electrification 

between Manchester, Leeds, and York 
(completion by 2030), reducing carbon 
emissions and improving services.

• High-Speed 2 (HS2): Phase 1 (London to 
Birmingham) set for 2033. Northern sections 
cancelled due to costs, with funding redirected 
to local infrastructure.

Road Network Developments

Key Terms

Strategic Road Network: Major motorways 
and A-roads managed by National 
Highways.
Electrification: Upgrading railways for 
electric trains to improve efficiency.

Infrastructure 

Infrastructure: Facilities essential for 
transport, communication, and economic 
activity.

Port Capacity: The ability of ports to handle 
goods and passengers.

The UK’s transport infrastructure faces growing 
pressure due to increasing car ownership and 
economic development. Investment is crucial to 
improve connectivity, reduce congestion, and 
support economic growth.

UK Transport Infrastructure

Port Developments
Ports handle 434.9 million tonnes of freight but 
face challenges from Brexit, competition, and 
outdated infrastructure.
• Liverpool2: £400 million deep-water terminal 

increasing capacity.
• London Gateway: £1.5 billion high-tech port 

improving efficiency.
• Hull & Teesport: Investing in renewable energy 

and freight handling.

Airport Developments
Airports contribute 3-4% of UK GDP, handling 240 
million passengers annually.
• Heathrow Third Runway: Approved, completion 

by 2035. Controversial due to environmental 
concerns but expected to boost trade and jobs.

• Gatwick Expansion: Plans to increase capacity 
from 45 million to 60 million passengers.

• Manchester Terminal 2 Expansion: £1 billion 
project to enhance passenger experience.

Importance of Development
Economic Growth: Boosts trade, tourism, and 
investment.
• Connectivity: Reduces congestion and improves 

access to jobs and services.
• Sustainability: Investment in green transport 

and reduced emissions.
• Challenges: Costs, environmental impact, and 

social consequences must be managed.
• Infrastructure investment is vital to maintaining 

the UK’s competitiveness and supporting future 
demand.


